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Dec 22, 1924 


Miss Nora Archibald Smith, 
145- West 58th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Miss Smith:- 


I have mailed you the copy of the "Spanish Songs of Old 
California",which is the proper name,"Flowers of Our Lost 
Romance" being merely a sub-title. The postage included 
in the price. It is a pity that you and your noble sister 
( whom I met once in New York) did not carry out your 
thought of collecting the Spanish Songs you learned in 
Santa Barbara and San Francisco and Sonora. These 
Folk Songs are fading away with astounding rapidity. The 
old folks die and the young folks weakly accept our 
hideous jazz in place /of their priceless birthright, and 
don't know these old jsomgs at all. I never forget to be 
thankful that I started in to preserve them and I have 
over 500 recorded on my’ phonograph-- that is of the 
Spanish Songs; for I/ have nearly 500 Indian Songs in 37 
different languages onthe Wax Cylinders. I hope to make 
a text book ( useful jonly to scholars) including the 
words and melodies and an interlined translation of all 
the Spanish Songs. ! 

But honestly it would’ please me more to get a few of 
these beloved ditties to bloom again in the hearts of 
my jazz weedy countrymen,as living flowers than to have the 
whole blessed 500 saved as pressed and dried blossoms 
between the leaves of a ‘book. _ 

It is very encouraging that this First Book, of 14 of 
these Songs is now selling in its 5th thousand, though 
privately published by me and without the trade facilities. 
Schools, Glee Clubs, Community Choruses as well as Soloists 
are really devouring theme — 
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That is a genuine pleasure to me to know that you have 
pleasure in my Pueblo Indian Stories, " The Man Who Married 
the Moon" and others. The Book has been selling for nearly 
a third of a century and I hope has done some good. 


ay y 
Wishing you the. compliments of the Season, and thanking 
you for your gracious, words. 
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i H Sincerely Yours, 
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Mrs. Nora Archibald Sm.th, 
145 fest 58th Street, 
New York, pe 
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Dear Mero. Smith: 


ZL am glad you find in the "Spanish Songs of Old Cal-= 


ifornia" a couple of old friends-- "La Tlomaee." and "Mi 


Pepa"; and that you find new friendships to your guitar 
in "La Noche ‘ste serena" and "Pena Huetwa." J think you 
Will goy in several of the others. 


My Second Book is unavoidably late, but I hope to get 
it out in the Gpring. Its songs are going to be extremely 
interesting too. 


That ip a fine List you sent me of the songs you learned 


by car in Sante Berbara and in Sonora. JI judge ZT have 

them all anong my 559; but am not quite sure; but out of 

that multitude there are many I have not sung for many 

years, and some that though transcribed, I have never 

learned. I hove you will find someone in your vicinity 

who ena do justice to these songs for yous= 80 few Ancvicon 
er are able to do it right. Several quite noted 
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